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1. General Guidelines

Because Advances in Optics and Photonics (AOP) is produced in XML, strict adherence to this template is not required. However, please note the following:

1. Use a math editor such as MathType or Equation Editor to create all inline and display equations. Word 2007 users should not use the new Microsoft Word 2007 Equation Builder at this time, since we are not able to convert from it for typesetting. (See Instructions for Users of Word 2007/DOCX).
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(Use TAB to insert equation, centered; TAB again to insert equation number)

2. Use bracketed style for reference callouts: “. . . in this study [2]. Further examples can be seen in [3,17].” First mentions of citations should be in numerical order.

3. Use OSA style for citations, and provide complete citations where possible.

2. Highlighting Key Terms and Summary Ideas

Tutorial articles in particular can benefit from highlighting of key terms and ideas.

· Key terms can simply be highlighted in bold text, e.g., optical coherence tomography.

· Key or summary ideas can be placed inside a framed MS Word text box, as in the example below.

3. Multimedia and Supplementary Data Files

3.1. Supported File Formats

OSA encourages the enrichment of key figures, tables and equations with associated video files, tabular data sets, and Mathematica or Matlab scripts. We offer the following options for AOP:

1. Video. Since 1997, authors have been able to include short video and animation files in OSA’s Optics Express. The ability to include video files has been extended to AOP (and to all OSA journals). To facilitate broad access and archivability, authors who wish to publish video files should follow the guidelines described in Use of Multimedia in OSA Journals.

2. Tabular data. Data files associated with a figure, table, or equation may be submitted and will be linked to appropriate items in the manuscript. Tabular data files must be in a plain-text comma-separated value format to ensure broad access and archivability. Maximum recommended file size is 15 MB.
3. Mathematica and Matlab. Mathematica and Matlab scripts may be submitted as supplementary items. We cannot accept other formats at this time, and OSA will not make an archival commitment to support of Mathematica and Matlab scripts (the scripts will be considered supplemental, not essential, elements of the article). As with videos and tabular files, each script must be associated with a figure, table, or equation in the manuscript. In some cases it will be desirable to offer a video or animated GIF file as well to demonstrate the interactive properties of a Mathematica or Matlab script. We will also support inclusion of interactive objects viewable in the free Mathematica Player. Maximum recommended file size for any item is 15 MB. See Wolfram’s Mathematica demonstrations page for samples. 

3.2. Referencing Media Files

Each media file in a manuscript must be associated with a figure or table. The figure caption (or table title) should reference each associated media item as in this example:
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FIGURE 1.  (Multimedia online) Single-frame excerpts from video recordings of metallic objects concealed by opaque plastic tape. (a) Utility blade (Media 1). (b) Dentist’s pick (Media 2). (c) Paper clip (Media 3). (d) Plastic/wire tie twisted into the shape of a loop (Media 4). Sample figure adapted from Opt. Lett. 33, 440 (2008).
Media files should be numbered sequentially throughout the manuscript and will be hyperlinked in the final online version. When referencing a media file from the body of the manuscript, refer to both the figure (or table) and the media object; e.g., see Fig. 1(d) (Media 4).
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FIGURE 2.  Example of a figure associated with a Mathematica demonstration project (Media 5), “Moiré Pattern of Two Straight Line Patterns,” submitted by James C. Wyant. In addition, a version of the Mathematica project designed to run in the free Mathematica Player is provided (Media 6). For readers without access to Mathematica software, a QuickTime .mov video

file (Media 7) was created to show the interactive options of the Mathematica

script (the same approach can be applied with Matlab files).
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[Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. You can position the text box anywhere in the document. Use the Text Box Tools tab to change the formatting of the text box.]
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